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A 
Prayer. 
USED AT THE CONSECRATION OF THE COLOURS. 


A LMIGHTY God, who haſt taught us by the example of thy ſervant 
David, * to ſet up our banners in thy name,” vouchſafe to bleſs theſe 
ſtandards, which we humbly conſecrate to thy ſervice.— Grant that they 
may never be diſplayed but in a righteous cauſe—as we truſt they are 
this day—in the cauſe of legal government, of ſocial order, and of pure 
and undefiled religion. . Fill, we beſeech thee, the hearts of all thoſe, 
who have now ſolemnly engaged to ſerve under them, with ſuch a deep 
and awful ſenſe of the dignity, and the importance of their duty, that 
they may defend them with undaunted courage and unſhaken reſolution, 

Let thy grace ever inſpire them with a pure ſpirit of love to their 
Country, of loyalty to their King, and of piety towards thee their God, 

And foraſmuch as without thy aid, who teacheſt our hands to war, 
and our fingers to fight,” we cannot reaſonably hope to prevail over 
thoſe © who riſe up againſt us,” ſuffer us earneſtly to implore thy gra- 
cious ſuccours © in the time of need,” againſt every foreign or do- 
meſtic foe. , 

Mercifully grant that theſe our brethren, whenſoever they march 
againſt the enemies of their country and their God, may * go forth in 
thy ſtrength, and in the power of thy might.” Protect them, we pray 
thee, in the hour of danger, with tby almighty arm, and reſtore them to 
their families and friends, crowned with victory and honour ; that they, 


together with us, may unite * in giving thee the glory, and in ſerving 


thee without fear, in holineſs ard righteouſneſs before thee, all the days 
of our lives;” through Jeſus Chriſt, our only mediator and redeemer. 
| AMEN, 


A SERMON, 


PSALM xx. VER. 5. 


We will rejoice in thy ſalvation, and in the name of dur God we will fet 
h our banners : the Lord fulfil all thy, petitions, 


T.. pſalm of David is by the ableſt commentators ſup- 
poſed to have been written by him when engaged in wat 
with the Ammonites and the Syrians—with people who, 
as he informs us in the ſeventh verſe, put their truſt in 
chariots and in horſes - people who defied the living God. 

Leſt the armies of Iſrael ſhould, like the heathens around 
them, rely upon the arm of fleſh for ſupport, the Pſalmiſt 
thus addreſſes them, The Lord hear thee in the day of 
trouble, the name of the God of Jacob defend thee ; ſend 
thee help from the ſanctuary, and ſtrengthen thee out of 
Zion; remember all thy offerings, and accept thy burnt 
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facrifice; grant thee according to thine own heart, and 
fulfil all thy councils.” Then anticipating, as it were, the 
Almighty's approbation of his pious expreſſions, he thus 
exclaims in the text, We will rejoice in thy ſalvation, 


and in the name of our God we will ſet up our banners: 


the Lord fulfil all thy petitions.” 

To the ſame Lord we now addreſs our prayers, and in 
his name alone we have ſet up our banners—it is he only 
that giveth victory unto kings; and God be praiſed that 
there are many ſtill left in this land who are willing to put 
their truſt in him—many who are not aſhamed to acknow- 
ledge, that he is a preſent help in the time of trouble.” 

In this iſland, where the religion of Chriſt is publicly pro- 
feſſed—where the Almighty Governor of the univerſe is 
as publicly worſhipped and adored, the preacher may ven- 
ture to exhort his audience to put their truſt in the Lord, 
without ſubjecting himſelf to the danger of perſecution, or 
to the threats of malice. While our enemies vaunt them- 
ſelves in their infidelity, and boaſt of their philoſophical re- 
finement, we will remember the name of our God. 

And indeed if ever there were a time, when it was more 
eſpecially neceſſary for men to ariſe and call upon their 
God, ſurely the preſent ſeaſon demands our moſt ſerious 
and devout application at the throne of grace—that the 
Lord may fulfil all our petitions. But fince we have this 
day, I truſt, already offered up our prayers with. fervency 
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of devotion to the God of all mercies, that he would gra- 
eiouſly condeſcend to aſſiſt us in our undertakings, I ſhall 
endeavour, in the remainder of my diſcourſe, to point out 
to you, my Brethren, what will be neceſſary on our parts, 
that we may be workers together with God. | 

It is a juſt obſervation, * that unleſs the Lord keep the 
city, the watchman waketh but in vain ;” and on the 
other hand, it is as reaſonable to expect, that if the watch- 
man ſhould obſtinately refuſe to awake, the Lord will not 
keep the city. If God bleſſes us with ſkill to obtain abun- 
dance, and we fooliſhly negle& to uſe our endeavours to 
acquire it, do we flatter ourſelves that he will ſupply us by 
a miracle? Why then ſhould we, with the wild and 
viſionary fanatic, ſuppoſe, that God will fight for us, while 
we remain idle ſpectators of the conteſt ? Such ideas, I 
truſt, are entertained by none who hear me this day—and 
I rejoice to ſee ſonie admirable inſtances before me, of men, 
who evince their contempt of this doctrine, by manfully _ 
ſtanding forward as examples to their brethren; illuſtrating 
by their own conduct, the duty of men*who rationally ſup- 
plicate the Almighty. for a continuance of the ineſtimable 
bleſfings peculiar to Engliſhmen—who know, that in pro- 
portion as the privileges we enjoy are greater and more 
valuable, the- more loudly are we called-upon, both by in- 
tereſt and by duty, to exert ourſelves with zeal and energy 
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ſuch a kingdom. 
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It may be juſtly ſaid of this kingdom, what nation is 
there fo great, that hath ſtatutes and. judgements, ſo righ- 
:teous ? —lt is, as it were, a city ſet upon a hill, the 
glory of its inhabitants, and the envy of the world. 1 
* If we conſider our civil government, we muſt REIN 
ledge it to be mild and gracious—power is bounded by 


wiſe and equal laws; dominion and ſubjection are ſo hap- 
pily tempered, that it is almoſt impoſlible, unleſs we betray 


ourſelves, that ſovereignty ſhould ſwell into tyranny, or 
obedience degenerate into ſlavery. The prerogatives of the 
ſovereign, on the one hand, .are great enough to ſecure his 
own juſt authority, and to promote the welfare of his ſub- 
jects and the rights and liberties of the people, on the 
other, are ſufficiently extenſive, to render them happy 
and, what is of infinite importance to both, the prerogative 
of the crown and the rights of the people, are as exactly 
defined, and as ſtrongly guarded, as human prudence, under 
the ordinary aſſiſtance of God, can be expected to contrive. 

We have a primitive apoſtolical church—there' is no- 
thing in its conſtitution, that miniſters to bigotry, on the 
one hand, or to enthuſiaſm, on the other; and its diſck 
pline, were it regularly enforced, would effectually tend to 
reſtrain immorality, and encourage virtue Bleſſed are the 
people that are in ſuch a raue are the ern os 


* Vide Dr. Lvcas's Sermons, s. 
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Who then in the ſober moment of peaceful reflection; 
when, in the language of the prophet, © he enjoys himſelf 
under the ſhade of his own vine and his own fig-tree,” can 
meditate upon the peculiar felicity of Britons, without re- 
joicing at his favourable lot—and praiſing God for his hav- 
ing been born in this happy iſle? | 

Can he hear without indignation, that wicked men are 
conſulting together to deptive him of his boaſted ſecurity 
of his freedom—and his religion—yea will he not call 
forth all his faculties to prevent ſo complicated an evi 
will he not be deſirous of lending his utmoſt aid to ſupport 
what coſt his anceſtors ſo much blood to obtain, and what 
affords the preſent generation ſo much comfort and eaſe in 
the enjoyment? 

Whatever we hold moſt dear, is now threatened to be 
- torn from us, by an inſatiable and blood-thirſty foe, who 
purpoſes to exchange our liberty for flavery, and our re- 
ligion for infidelity. 

When we are thus threatened, it 1 not only cowardly, 
but unchriſtian, to ſit ſtill - our Saviour's advice to his apoſ- 
tles, is at this time eſpecially applicable to ourſelves; © Let 
him that hath no ſword, ſell his garment and buy one,” — 
let him not refuſe to contribute a portion of his goods, to 
protect the remainder of his ſubſtance—but let him, accord- 
ing to his ability, exert himſelf for the public good. If we 


really wiſh for the proſperity of our Jeruſalem, we muſt 
je 
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manifeſt our zeal by our works. to affect neutrality, or in- 


difference, in times like the preſent, evinces a baſeneſs of 
mind unworthy the citizens of a free ſtate, and the ſubjeQs 
of an amiable and religious Sovereign, whoſe conſtant aim 


is the promotion of their happineſs. Long may he continue 


a bright example to his obedient people : may that God by 
whom kings reign, bleſs him in all his undertakings to 
promote the welfare of theſe kingdoms; and when he has 
finiſhed the taſk allotted him in this life, crown him with a 
weight of glory in the regions of immortality. 

Such 1s the wiſh of every lover of his country, who ſees 
the neceſſity of having a good king at the head of the con- 


ſtitution who approves of a monarchical government, and 


is really defirous of its continuance in this land. Surely 
then he will burn with reſentment when he learns, that 
our foes are labouring to extirpate the kingly office, mak- 
ing no diſtinction between good and wicked princes. They 
pretend to point out to us the imperfections of our conſti- 
tution, and to furniſh us with one more congenial to their 
own ſentiments—and what thoſe are, they have publicly 
declared with unprecedented audacity. Our government 
and theirs, ſay they, cannot ſubſiſt together :—ſhall we then 
baſely ſubmit to ſee our own overthrown? Or ſhall we 
rather labour to convince them, that we are ready to ſup- 
port, at the hazard of our lives, that conſtitution and well- 
regulated freedom, without which, life would not be worth 
poſſeſling ? er 24 
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The deſire of our enemies is, if poſſible, «to make us 
two-fold more the children of hell than themſelves ”—and 
that they may .gain proſelytes to their horrid opinions, and 
aſſiſtance in furthering their iniquitous attempt to ſubvert 
the conſtitution eſtabliſhed in this country, they promiſe 
extenſive poſſeſſions to ſuch among us as ſhall join them in 
their diabolical deſigns. In many inſtances, unhappily, 
they have ſucceeded too well. —< Offences will come,” and 
in every kingdom there will ever be found men of rebellious 
ſpirits, who are ready to lend their aſſiſtance in overthrow- 
ing every ſyſtem, calculated to controul the vicious, and to 
puniſh the diſobedient=we muſt therefore expect occa 
ſionally to meet with perſons whom no laws can keep in 
ſubjection whom no ſenſe of propriety or feeling can pre- 
vent from creating diſturbance and inſurrection, however 
great and dreadful may be the general evil occaſioned by 
their turbulent and outrageous conduct. 

Did not melancholy experience compel us to acknow- 
ledge, that there have been found perſons ſufficiently aban- 
doned to betray their country, we ſhould have ſuppoſed it 
impoſſible for any ſubjects under our mild government to 
be ſo depraved.. . 

The enemies, therefore, WHY whom we are ſummoned 
to contend, are both foreign and domeſtic—to guard againſt 
their deep deſigns, requires not only vigilance and circum- 
ſpection in our governors—but demands the exertions of 
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every individual—for one grand aim of our adverſaries is to 


render men diſſatisfied with their fituations in life, and to 


encourage the ignorant and unruly to deſpiſe all laws both 
human and divine, which in any degree tend to eontroul 


their paſſions, or to bridle their unlawful deſires. 


„A kingdom divided againſt itſelf (ſays our bleſſed 
Saviour) cannot ſtand.” Senſible of this, our deſperate foes 


are aſſiduous in ſowing diſſenſions among us, in hopes to 


find us ſo deeply engaged in ſettling our domeſtic quarrels, 

that we may not find ſufficient opportunity to contend 
againſt foreign invaders—but in this, I truſt, Ry will find 
themſelves miſerably deceived. 

The more they threaten us—the more we how deter- 
mined with united energy to reſiſt them. I need not en- 
large on the acknowledged zeal and bravery of our regular 
forces or point out the uncommon exertions of our navy, 
in ſupporting the honour, and protecting the poſſeſſions of 
their country. I need not recall to your attention the late 
glorious and extraordinary ſucceſs which, through the 
bleſſing of a beneficent Providence, has ſo recently crowned 
their meritorious efforts the recollection of it ſtill glows 
in your hearts; — nor need I exhort you to combine with 
theſe ſentiments of regard for your gallant defenders, the 


warmeſt emotions of gratitude to your almighty and all- 
gracious Protector. But I would aſk, to what cauſe, ex- 


cept the manly ſpirit of Britons, riſing in proportion as the 
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danger increaſes—to what cauſe but this, can we attribute 
the patriotic and voluntary ſervices of thoſe brave and loyal 
men, who have haſtened to defend our ſiſter kingdom, from 
the daring invaſion of an inveterate foe ? 

Above all, how ſhall we account for the formation of 
thoſe numerous loyal aſſociations in every part of the em- 
pire—whence is it that ſo many perſons, heretofore em- 
ployed only in the peaceful arts of life, are eager to prepare 
themſelves for the battle, ſhould the fituation of their coun- 
try unhappily be ſuch as to demand their ſervices ? 

Our enemies muſt ſurely be confounded at the thought 
while every friend to his King and the Conſtitution, muſt 
feel a degree of ſatisfaction and gratitude, which, like my- 
ſelf, he wants words to expreſs. 

This ancient town has ever been famed for its loyalty— 
it has on former occaſions ſupported the cauſe of its King 
and Country, and bravely defended it with its blood—and 
it affords me no ſmall gratification, to perceive that there 
are even now many of its inhabitants determined, like their 
anceſtors, to convince the world, that affection to the con- 
ſtitution as by law eſtabliſhed ſtill reigns in their breaſts. - 

In conformity with your wiſhes, I have humbly dedicated 
your ſtandards to that God “who giveth victory unto 
kings —and I am well aſſured, that it will be your higheſt 


ambition to defend them to the uttermoſt, whenever they 
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ſhall be erected (as they now are) in « lawful and righ- 
teous cauſe. | 
It does not become me to admoniſh you “ to quit your- 


ſelves like men — no] before you voluntarily engaged in 


the defence of your country, you had undoubtedly well 
conſidered the extent and importance of your duty. It is 
needleſs, therefore, to exhort you in the language of ſcrip- 
ture © to do violence to no man ”—for many among you 
are, in your civil capacity, profeſſedly prefervers of the 
peace. It is likewiſe unneceſſary to direct you to be © con- 
tent with your wages for your ſervices are not bought 
with a price—nobly diſdaining to increafe the burdens of 
your country, the only reward you ſeek in this world (and 
long may you enjoy it abundantly !) conſiſts in the applauſe 
and gratitude of your fellow citizens, and the ſilent appro- 
bation of your own hearts. It is my eaſier and more grate- 
ful taſk, to expreſs my unfeigned approbatian of your vo- 
luntary and patriotic efforts, to fruſtrate the defigns of our 
implacable adverſaries, as well foreign as domeſtic... My 
prayer ſhall ever be offered to the thrane of grace, that God 
would be pleaſed to infpire you with fortitude, to encounter 
every danger, to which it may pleaſe him to expaſe you 


that if ever you ſhould be ſummoned to the field, ta contend 


with the enemies of your country, he would conſtantly 
cover your head in the day af battle that he would 
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enable you to triumph over all oppoſition, and together 
with your, fellow labourers in the ſame glorious cauſe, ef- 
fectually convince a daring foe, that it is vain for him to 
contend with a people zealous to maintain their rights, 
and determined to adhere with unſhaken reſolution to their 
Laws and their Religion, their King and their God. 


FINIS, 


P. 4.—In the Reference to Dr. Lucas's Sermons, ſee Vol. iv. P. 218. 
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